
 
Setting Adobe Acrobat (Pro) as your default program for .pdf files 

 

 

 

 



 

 



• For assistance with this process, contact 
Kelly Case, Business Process Trainer, 
klcase@washoeschools.net



Adjusting Google Chrome to open .pdf files in Adobe 

By default, Google Chrome opens a PDF file 
in the browser window instead of opening it 
with Adobe. To change how Google 
Chrome treats PDF files in the browser, 
follow the steps below. 

1. Open the Google Chrome browser.

2. Click the  icon in the top-right corner of the 
browser window. 

3. Select Settings from the drop-down menu that
appears.

4. On the Settings window, under Privacy and
security, click the Site Settings option.

5. Scroll down the Site Settings screen to find and
click the PDF documents option.

6. Next to Download PDF files instead of
automatically opening them in Chrome, click
the toggle switch to
the On  or Off  position. Chrome
opens a PDF in Adobe when the toggle switch is
set to On and displays a PDF in the browser
when set to Off.

• You may have to expand
Additional Content Settings
to see the prompt for PDF
documents

• For assistance with this process, contact
Kelly Case, Business Process Trainer,
klcase@washoeschools.net

https://www.computerhope.com/jargon/p/pdf.htm
https://www.computerhope.com/jargon/c/chrome.htm
https://www.computerhope.com/jargon/d/dropdm.htm
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Change the settings in Microsoft Edge. 
Step 1. click on the three dots ... in the top right corner of the browser 
Step 2. select "Settings" from the pull-down menu. 
Step 3.  type PDF into the "search" box and scroll the right-hand window until you see the 
option "PDF Documents". 
Step 4. click on the "PDF Documents” to open the options: 
Step 5. click on the slider on the far-right to enable "Always download PDF files". 

This changes the default option so that when you click on a PDF file, it now downloads it 
from the web and gives you the option to open with Adobe Reader (or Adobe Pro) first. 

• For assistance with this process, contact Kelly Case, Business Process Trainer, klcase@washoeschools.net

Adjusting Edge to open .pdf files in Adobe
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